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Spring  is  here...  even  in  Wausau.  Things  will 
probably  slow  down  a bit  now  as  summer 
sneaks  up  on  us,  but  we  still  have  a few 
major  shows  in  store  for  us.  The  Central 
States  show  in  Indianapolis  was  great,  as 
CSNS  shows  usually  are.  Good  exhibits, 
good  material  on  the  bourse  floor  and  good 
companionship.  There’s  just  something 
about  Midwesterners! 

Memphis  will  be  drawing  all  the  Rag  Pickers 
down  there  the  third  weekend  of  June  and, 
of  course,  there’s  a big  ANA  election  that 
will  be  taking  place  not  too  long  after  you 
receive  this  issue  of  your  NOW  newsletter. 
I’m  proud  to  recommend  a vote  for  John 
Wilson,  our  “favorite  son”,  if  you  will...  a 
Wisconsin  collector  who  is  now  living  in 
Florida,  but  whose  heart  belongs  to  NOW  and 
the  great  state  of  Wisconsin.  John  is 
currently  the  Vice  President  of  ANA  and  is 
running  for  President.  A vote  for  John  is  a 
vote  for  his  energy  and  complete  dedication 
to  our  hobby.  You  can  be  sure  he  will 
represent  us...  all  of  us,  in  a very 
professional  manner. 

Karen  Jach,  editor  of  the  award-winning 
magazine  for  Central  States,  the  Centinel,  is 
running  for  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors. 
She’s  our  “favorite  daughter”  and  I’m  sure 
that  she,  too,  will  work  extremely  hard  on 
behalf  of  collectors  to  keep  the  ANA  at  the 
top. 

Jerry  Lebo,  Secretary/Treasurer  of  CSNS 
is  another  very  capable  guy  who  is  running 


for  the  Board  of  Governors.  His  work  on 
behalf  of  CSNS  is  outstanding  and  I’m  sure 
he  would  put  in  the  same  level  of  dedication 
for  ANA. 

Beyond  these  folks,  I really  can’t 
recommend  any  particular  “slate”.  I’m  a 
little  leery  of  “slates”...  too  often  people 
running  in  a cabal  have  a special  agenda  in 
mind.  I like  to  vote  for  folks  I have 
confidence  in  and  let  them  develop  a proper 
agenda  as  a Board,  on  behalf  of  the 
organization...  rather  than  see  a pre- 
determined agenda  brought  in  by  folks  with  a 
special  issue.  But  whoever  you  like,  be  sure 
to  vote,  otherwise  you  don’t  get  to  gripe. 


NOWBoard 
will  meet 
August  11th 


We’ll  be  meeting  as  a NOW  Board  to  approve 
some  business  at  the  Baraboo  Coin  Show  on 
Saturday,  August  11th  and  we’ll  be 
officially  accepting  the  bid  of  the  Wisconsin 
Valley  Coin  Club  to  hold  our  NOW  State  Show 
on  Sunday,  September  23rd.  (I  think  the 
Packers  are  playing  that  night).  The  colors 
will  be  well  worth  the  drive  and  don’t  forget 
to  check  our  show  listings  in  the  back  of  the 
newsletter  so  you  won’t  miss  a coin  show 
near  you. 

In  the  meantime,  keep  collecting  and  we’ll 
hope  to  see  you  in  Wausau  in  the  fall,  if  not 
before. 

Bill  Brandimore, 

President,  NOW 
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returned  from  a wonderful  14-day  tour 
organized  thru  the  Bank  of  Verona.  We 
explored  the  Canadian  Rockies,  traveled 
aboard  the  Rocky  Mountaineer  Railway  with 
spectacular  scenery  only  seen  from  a train. 
In  Vancouver  we  boarded  the  Sea  Princess 
for  a 7 day  cruise  into  Alaska’s  interior 
passage.  It  was  a first-class  tour  all  the 
way! 

The  End  of  Prohibition 

Recently  we  attended  a neat  parade  (in  my 
Model  A Ford)  that  was  held  in  Cross  Plains 
to  celebrate  the  end  of  prohibition.  The  idea 
of  holding  a parade  to  celebrate  the  repeal  of 
prohibition  undoubtedly  seems  stranger 
today  than  int  did  in  1933.  Wagons  were 
pulled  by  horses  and  Model  T’s  and  Model 
A’s  were  the  newest  cars  in  the  event. 
Taverns  had  “cheap”  beer  specials  and 
were  doing  a great  business. 

Gene  Johnson’s  token  book  listed  3 tokens 
from  taverns  in  Cross  Plains  and  this 
resulted  in  further  inquiries  on  my  part. 
Local  resident,  Bob  Saeman,  mentioned  his 
family  was  (and  is)  in  the  lumber  business 
and  ran  a tavern  in  Cross  Plains  in  the  early 
1 900’s.  He  later  spent  an  afternoon  with 
us,  talking  about  his  tokens  and  Cross  Plains 
history.  We  were  delighted  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  take  photos  of  the  old  tokens 
that  Bob  had  (and  only  one  is  listed  in 


Johnson’s  book).  A full  story  will  be 
included  in  a future  issue  of  NOW  News.  (P.S. 
Bob  became  our  newest  NOW  member). 

NOW  Fall  Show 

This  year’s  annual  NOW  show  will  be  hosted 
by  the  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club  on 
September  23rd  in  Wausau.  More 
information  will  be  included  in  the  fall  issue 
of  the  newsletter,  but  put  it  on  your 
calendar  now. 

Incorrect  NOW  Show  Information 
Discovered  on  the  Internet 

We  discovered  erroneous  information  was  on 
the  internet  when  a collector  called  us  for 
more  information  regarding  a spring  NOW 
show  in  Kenosha.  He  found  the  show  listed 
on  website  www.coinshows.com.  I’m  not 
sure  how  the  information  was  placed  on  this 
website,  but  it  is  in  error! 

Put  Your  Thinking  Cap  On 

My  wife  says  the  hardest  thing  about  editing 
this  newsletter  is  getting  ideas  for  the 
cover.  The  winter  cover  is  easy  with  the 
Christmas  season,  but  she  would  welcome 
ideas  from  members  for  the  spring,  summer 
and  fall  issues. 

Congratulations  to  Leon  Saryan  who 
received  the  Elston  Bradfield  Literary 
Award  for  his  article  “An  Unusual  Cut 
Bronze  Coin  of  Tigranes  the  Great  of 
Armenia”.  Leon  is  on  the  NOW  Board  of 
Governors  and  is  a member  of  the  South 
Shore  Coin  Club  and  the  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society. 
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Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society 

A very  successful  Boy 
Scout  Coin  Collecting 
Merit  Badge  Clinic  was 
held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  spring 
show.  Evan  Perrault  chaired  the  clinic  in 
which  95  scouts  attended  from  troops  all 
around  southeastern  Wisconsin.  What  a 
great  way  to  promote  the  hobby  of  coin 
collecting  and  scouting. 


with  each  family  receiving  a gift.  RuthAnn 
Phillips  reported  on  the  Central  States  show 
from  which  she  had  just  returned.  The  club  s 
annual  picnic  will  be  held  August  13, 
however,  their  next  regularly  scheduled 
meeting  will  be  September  10th. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Forty  one  club  members  and  guests  enjoyed 
a banquet  at  Kegel’s  Inn  recently.  In  addition 
to  good  food  and  numismatic  conversations, 
Wilbur  and  Jolly  clowns  entertained 
everyone.  No  meeting  will  be  held  in  July 
and  their  annual  picnic  will  be  held  on  August 
12th. 


Featured  at  their  June  meeting  will  be 
“Hostas.”  The  program  will  be  given  by  Bob 
Skiera,  who  has  served  as  Milwaukee’s 
Forester  and  is  an  expert  on  a wide  variety 
of  flowers  and  plants.  At  the  July  meeting 
members  will  focus  on  their  favorite  non- 
numismatic  items. 


Madison  Coin  Club 

Members  and  families  of  the  Madison  Coin 
Club  held  their  April  meeting  at  the  Old 
Country  Buffet.  They  not  only  celebrated 
their  successful  spring  show,  but  also  a 
belated  Christmas  party.  Numismatic 
fellowship  and  good  food  was  enjoyed  by  all, 


Numismatic  Day  in  Cudahy 

by  Leon  Saryan 

On  Saturday,  April  7th,  representatives  of 
the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  and  the 
South  Shore  Coin  Club  participated  in  a 
worthwhile  program  to  interest  kids  in  the 
hobby  of  coin  collecting.  The  occasion  was 
the  Youth  Activity  Fair  2001  sponsored  by 
the  Cudahy  Partnership  for  Youth,  organized 
by  Pastor  Rick  Schauer,  and  held  at  the 
Cudahy  Middle  School  just  east  of  Mitchell 
Field.  It  was  the  first  warm  day  of  the 
season  and  a great  day  to  be  out  and  about. 

The  day’s  activities  included  exhibits  or 
demonstrations  by  scale  model 
builders,  gymnasts,  boat 
builders,  kite  makers,  rock 
polishing,  and  coin  collecting,  as 
well  as  a fascinating  exhibit 
about  the  hazards  of  smoking. 

Annette  Tramte  and  I brought 
along  a glass  exhibit  case 
containing  a varied  display  of 


Madison  Coin  Club  Members  Enjoy  Dinner  at  Country  Buffet 
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early  and  modern  US  coins  and  medals. 
Included  were  examples  of  the  new  state 
quarters,  silver  eagles,  mint  sets,  type 
sets,  and  modern  commemoratives.  (I  also 
brought  along  one  of  my  favorite  Armenian 
medals). 

Phyllis  Weis  of  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club 
also  attended  the  fair,  showing  off  some  of 
her  rock  specimens  and  lapidary  creations. 
As  visitors  passed  by  the  table  and  looked  at 
the  display,  we  talked  with  them  about 
America’s  new  money,  coin  collecting  in 
general  and  answered  questions. 

As  long  as  the  limited  supply  lasted,  each 
child  and  several  parents  received  a Lincoln 
Memorial  Cent  collecting  board  and  a starter 
collection  of  20  different  memorial  cents, 
generously  provided  courtesy  of  Rollie  and 
Patti  Finner  of  lola.  Each  visitor  to  the 
numismatic  table  also  received  a wooden 
nickel  and  an  elongated  cent  (from  the 
archives  of  the  MNS  1994  show).  One  lucky 
kid  received  a 50-state  quarter  coin  album 
as  a door  prize,  donated  courtesy  of  David 
Derzon  Coins. 

Several  kids  filled  their  penny  boards  with 
their  starter  coins  and  then  went  off  to  look 
for  the  remaining  coins  to  complete  their 
collections.  Emphasized  was  the  fact  that 
coin  collecting  is  a great  educational  hobby 
and  starting  can  be  very  inexpensive. 

Annette  and  I felt  that  the 
presentation  was  very 
worthwhile  and  helped  to 
spread  the  word  about  our 
money...  new  and  old. 


Dany  Rothfeld  receives  the  Peter  Phillips  Award 
from  Fran  Lockwood  and  RuthAnn  Phillips. 


Central  States  Awards 

The  Central  States  show  in  Indianapolis  not 
only  drew  large  crowds,  but  also  a large 
number  of  exhibits.  A total  of  114  exhibits 
were  entered  by  41  individuals.  John  Wilson 
won  Best  in  Show  for  his  exhibit  “Selection 
of  $2  Type  Notes.” 

RuthAnn  Phillips  (above)  is  presenting  “The 
Peter  Phillips”  Award  for  “Best  Exhibit  by 
a First  Time  CSNS  Exhibitor  to  Dany 
Rothfeld  for  his  “The  H.V.  KEEP  Tokens”. 

This  special  award  was  given  in  memory  of 
her  husband,  Peter,  who  was  an  avid 
collector,  exhibitor  and  officer  of  Central 
States. 

Star  Symbol 

Until  1982  all  national  coinage 
carried  the  6-pointed  star. 

The  half-dollar  and  quarter  of  that  year 
displayed  the  6-pointed  star  on  the 
obverse  and  the  5-point  on  the  reverse. 
The  5-point  star  in  the  great  seal 
influenced  the  change.  Pratt  used  5- 
pointed  stars  on  the  half  and  quarter  eagle 
of  1908. 
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2001  Gold  Bullion  Sovereign 
A Symbol  of  Historic  Past 

British  Royal  Mint 

The  sheer  majesty  of  the  2001  gold  bullion 
sovereign  and  half-sovereign  brings  echoes 
of  a spectacular  numismatic  past.  The  coins 
bear  Benedetto  Pistrucci’s  classic  reverse 
design  of  St.  George  slaying  the  dragon, 
introduced  nearly  200  years  ago. 

Only  100,000  of  each  have  been  authorized. 
The  coins  are  also  available  in  a selection  of 
jewelry  mounts,  within  those  mintages. 

Ranking  among  the  classics  of  numismatics, 
the  British  gold  sovereign  was  first  issued 
in  1489.  Henry  VII  had  defeated  Richard  III 
at  the  Battle  of  Bosworth  in  1485;  an  event 
often  regarded  as  marking  the  end  of  the 
Middle  Ages  and  the  beginning  of  an  era  of 
much  prosperity  for  England. 

Henry  VII  became  one  of  the  great  monarchs 
of  Europe  and  recognized  the  need  for  a large 
and  handsome  gold  coin 
to  convey  the 
grandeur  of  the  throne 
and  build  national 
prestige.  Because  of 
the  value  that  the 
pound  represented  it 
offered  not  only  a 
means  of  storing 


wealth,  but  an  ideal  unit  of  currency  for  use 
in  international  trade.  Although  the  pound 
sterling  of  20  shillings  had  existed  for 
centuries,  the  sovereign  was  England’s  first 
one  pound  coin. 

The  first  gold  sovereign  in  1489  proved  a 
huge  success.  The  obverse  depicted  King 
Henry  in  all  his  majestic  glory.  Indeed,  it 
was  the  appearance  of  his  effigy  together 
with  the  personal  interest  that  the  monarch 
took  in  it,  that  made  the  name  “sovereign” 
so  appropriate  for  the  new  coin.  The 
reverse  was  equally  magnificent,  depicting  a 
double  Tudor  Rose  and  the  royal  Coat  of 
Arms. 

The  value  and  weight  of  the  sovereign 
changed  during  the  next  century  and,  for  a 
time,  the  coin  disappeared  from  circulation. 
The  end  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars  eventually 
brought  about  the  opportunity  for  a complete 
recoinage  in  Britain  and  with  it  the  decision 
to  reintroduce  the  gold  sovereign. 

Benedetto  Pistrucci  was  born  in  Rome  in  the 
late  18th  century.  The  son  of  a 
distinguished  judge,  he  was  well  trained  in 
the  arts  becoming  apprenticed  at  the  age  of 
14  to  a cameo  engraver,  Signor  Mango. 

Later  he  went  to  London  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Prince  Regent.  The  Master  of  the 
Royal  Mint  at  the  time  was  William 
Wellesley  Pole,  brother  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington.  Pole  was  so  impressed  with 
Pistrucci’s  work  that  he  engaged  him  to 
prepare  a new  design  for  the  sovereign. 

From  the  earliest  works  of  the  Dark  Ages 
when  he  was  depicted  as  the  holy  knight 
whose  virtue  and  courage  triumphed  over 
evil,  the  legend  of  St.  George  has  been  a 
popular  theme  for  artists  to  portray.  The 
pre-Raphaelites  turned  him  into  a dashing 
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hero,  saving  his  princess  from  a terrible 
end.  The  departure  from  the  traditional 
heraldic  reverse  design  to  Pistrucci’s 
masterpiece  was  met  with  both  criticism 
and  praise.  However,  when  the  use  of 
Pistrucci’s  engraving  was  extended  to  the 
full  range  of  sovereign  coins  with  its 
introduction  to  the  half-sovereign  in  1893, 
the  Art  Journal  proclaimed  that  the  design 
had  “triumphantly  borne  the  test  of  time”. 

The  new  sovereign  made  its  appearance  in 
1817  and  resembled  its  original  Tudor 
counterpart  in  name  only.  It  was  destined  to 
become  the  centerpiece  of  British  coinage 
and  came  to  epitomize  the  power  of  Britain 
and  its  Empire  “on  which  the  sun  never 
set”. 

During  the  long  reign  of  Queen  Victoria 
(1837-1901)  the  sovereign  reached  new 
heights  of  importance.  Respected  worldwide 
for  the  accuracy  of  its  weight  and  fineness, 
almost  1 billion  coins  were  struck  in  London 
and  branch  mints  around  the  world.  With  the 
onset  of  World  War  I,  the  sovereign  fell  out 
of  use  as  a circulation  coin  and  was  replaced 
by  the  famous  Bradbury  1 pound  note  named 
after  the  treasury  official  who  signed  them. 

The  importance  of  the  sovereign  as  a bullion 
coin  continued  until  the  adoption  of  1 ounce 
of  gold  as  an  international  standard  of  trade. 
The  coin’s  weight  of  .2354  ounces  of  fine 
gold  was  inconvenient  and  production  was 
discontinued  in  1982,  however,  such  is  the 
level  of  interest  in  the  bullion  sovereign, 
that  limited  mintages  of  the  coins  that  were 
struck  in  2000  and  now  again  in  2001. 

For  orders  and  inquiries,  contact  the  British 
Royal  Mint  (1-800-221-1215). 


British  Royal  Mint  Strikes  Its 
First  Calendar  Medal 

British  Royal  Mint 

Although  this  is  the 
first  Calendar 
Medal  struck  by  the 
British  Royal  Mint, 
the  idea  of  a 
calendar  or  almanac 
medal  is  not  new  or 
unusual.  They 
enjoyed  popularity 
in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  and  came  in 
two  distinct  varieties.  A rotating  calendar 
medal  highlighted  the  day’s  date  by  aligning 
the  center  with  calibrations  around  its 
border.  However,  the  more  popular  type 
simply  displayed  the  year’s  days  and  dates 
and  the  expected  phases  of  the  moon. 

Calendar  medals  were  also  put  to  wider 
commercial  use.  Enterprising  traders  like 
Moses  and  Son,  a firm  of  tailors  in  London’s 
East  End,  found  them  ideal  for  advertising 
purposes  and  would  proudly  display  their 
names  on  one  side  of  the  medal  while  leaving 
the  calendar  itself  to  fill  the  other.  The 
medals  came  to  promote  everything  from 
ties  to  tyres,  but  by  the  end  of  the  First 
World  War  they  had  become  a thing  of  the 
past. 

Although  innovative 
and  useful,  little 
artistic  merit  could 
be  credited  to  most 
of  the  old  Calendar 
medals.  This  is 
definitely  not  true  of 
the  BRM’s  2001 
Medal,  honoring 
William  Shakespeare. 
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Struck  in  brass  and  beautifully  toned,  the 
obverse  bears  a wonderful  head  and 
shoulders  portrait  of  the  Bard  set  against  a 
Tudor  street  scene,  while  the  calendar  is 
presented  on  the  reverse  by  a pair  of 
charming  Tudor  figures.  An  inkwell  and 
quill,  essential  tools  of  the  16th  century 
writer,  are  seen  above  the  chart  while  the 
familiar  theatrical  masks  of  tragedy  and 
comedy  nestle  below  among  the  pleasing 
decorative  border  of  roses. 

The  medal  may  be  purchased  from  the 
British  Royal  Mint  for  $64.95  (plus 
shipping)  by  calling  1-800-221-1215. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Italian  5,000-Lire  Coin 

Chosen  Coin  of  the  Year 

World  Coin  News 

For  the  3rd  time  in 
the  history  of  the 
award,  Italy  has  won 
the  Coin  of  the  Year 
Award  (COTY) 
beating  out  9 other 
entries  from  6 
countries. 

Sponsored  by  World  Coin  News,  the  2001 
COTY  Award  honors  a silver  5,000-lire  coin 
dated  1999.  Through  the  clever  use  of 
artistic  devices,  the  coin  depicts  the  march 
of  time  to  the  new  millennium.  Images  on 
the  coin  reveal  the  earth’s  time  zone 
changes  as  the  flight  path  of  doves. 

Technological  changes,  that  over  the 
centuries  have  seemingly  shrunk  the  planet 
to  a global  village,  are  presented  as 
chariot’s  wheel,  a ship’s  wheel,  and  a radio 
telescope. 


It’s  not  easy  to  win  this  award  --  Italy  can 
take  a justifiable  pride  in  this 
accomplishment.  Sponsored  annually  since 
1982  by  World  Coin  News,  the  competition 
recognizes  mints  doing  a good  job  furthering 
the  artistry,  usefulness  and  general  appeal 
of  coins.  A panel  of  mint  directors,  coin 
artists,  numismatists  and  museum  personnel 
voted  to  select  the  winners  in  each  of  10 
categories.  From  the  field  category 
winners,  the  judges  chose  one  coin  as  the 
overall  best  issue. 

United  States  Category  winners  were: 

Best  Crown:  The  U.S.  Dolley  Madison 
commemorative  silver  dollar; 

Best  Trade  Coin: 

The  New  Jersey  state  quarter 


That’s  a Lovely  Sterling  Bracelet 
...  errr,  Cell  Phone 

The  Silver  Institute 

Just  when  you  thought  cell  phones  and 
pagers  couldn’t  get  any  smaller,  IBM 
researchers  introduced  “digital  wearables.” 
At  the  IBM  Almaden  Research  Center 
overlooking  San  Jose,  cell  phones  may 
become  part  of  sterling  silver  earrings, 
bracelets  and  necklaces.  Pagers  may  be 
integrated  into  a pin  that  adorns  your  blouse. 
Sterling  rings  with  a built-in  Personal 
Digital  Assistant  could  carry  all  your 
appointments  and  phone  numbers. 

One  design  calls  for  a cell  phone  ear  piece 
integrated  into  a pair  of  earrings  with  a 
brooch  serving  as  the  microphone.  Dialing  is 
handled  by  voice  recognition  software,  but 
how  do  you  know  when  the  phone  rings?  A 
jewel  in  your  bracelet  changes  color. 
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***** uni 


Looking  To  Buy  Or  Sell? 
Krause  Publications  Delivers! 


• 250,000  Worldwide 
Readers 

• $66,000  Average  HHI 

• $42,000  Average 
Collection  Market  Value 


Numismatic  News  * Weekly  • 1 year  $32.00 
World  Coin  News  * Monthly  * 1 year  $25.98 
Coin  Prices  • Bimonthly  * 1 year  $18.98 
Coins  Magazine  * Monthly  * 1 year  $25.98 
Bank  Note  Reporter  * Monthly  * 1 year  $32.00 


For  more  than  45  years  Krause  Publications  has  delivered  a huge 
marketplace — and  results — to  mailboxes  around  the  world. 


Can  we  deliver  for  you? 
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Book 
Nook 

2001  Auction  Prices  Realized 

A United  States  coin  reference  to 
actual  auction  prices  in  2000 

A new  book  from  Krause  Publications 
reveals  auction  prices  of  U.S.  coins  for 
2000.  “2001  Auction  Prices  Realized” 

contains  62,000  U.S.  coin  listings  and 
180,000  current  and  real  market  values  in 
up  to  10  grades  of  condition.  All  information 
is  reformatted  and  expanded  to  include  more 
specific  grades  and  the  catalog  lot  number  of 
each  coin. 

This  20th  edition  reference  volume  has  a 
new  2-column  format,  allowing  readers  to 
first  see  the  date  and  description  of  each 
coin.  Each  listing  includes  the  grade,  price 
realized,  grading  service,  the  auction 
company  (followed  by  the  individual  lot 
number)  and  the  month  of  the  sale.  Three 

additional  grading  services 
have  been  included  in  this 
latest  edition. 

This  soft-covered  book 
sells  for  $75  plus  shipping 
and  may  be  ordered  from 
Krause  Publications.  Phone 
1-800-258-0929  or  visit 
their  website  at 
www.krausebooks.com. 


“Crime  of  1873: 

The  Comstock  Connection” 

What  really  led  the  change  to  a gold  standard? 

“Crime  of  1873:  The 
Comstock 
Connection” 
interweaves  key 
world  and  national 
events  that  impacted 
the  production,  value 
and  coinage  of  silver 
in  an  entertaining 
“mine-to-mint” 
approach.  Centered 
in  the  mystique  of 
the  infamous  crime,  the  Morgan  and  Trade 
silver  dollars  are  the  most  famous  and 
heavily  collected  U.S.  coins. 

Robert  VanRyzin  catalogues  their  value  and 
history,  including  the  Bryan  Money,  which 
sprang  up  during  William  Jennings  Bryan’s 
presidential  bid  in  1896. 

This  is  the  first  numismatic  history  volume 
to  reveal  the  true  story  behind  the  Crime  of 
1873  involving  a fair  share  of  mystery, 
shady  deals,  political  shenanigans  and  a good 
dose  of  downright  greed.  It  begins  with  the 
unexplained  death  of  a man  directly 
responsible  for  the  building  of  California  and 
the  Trade  dollar.  Readers  are  taken  through 
raucous  descriptions  of  the  largest  silver 
strike  in  U.S.  history,  hazards  of  getting 
silver  from  the  mines  to  the  mints  and  the 
story  of  the  famous  Carson  City  Mint  and  its 
legendary  “CC”  mintmark. 

VanRyzin  brings  to  light  the  real 
perpetrators  of  the  Crime  of  1873,  those 
least  suspected  by  historians  and  economists 
in  the  100+  years  since  the  passage  of  the 
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Coinage  Act  of  1873.  He  chronicles  the 
Crime  of  1873,  from  bribery  of  a Mint 
official  to  Bryan’s  Cross  of  Gold  speech  in 
1896.  The  actual  Crime  of  1873  had  lasting 
effects,  including  the  launching  of  the  Free 
Silver  Movement,  the  change  to  a gold 
standard  and  the  Populist  Party.  Readers 
will  learn  why  the  Crime  of  1873  dominated 
economic  and  political  history  from  1873  to 
1900. 

VanRyzin  is  an  accomplished  authority  on 
U.S.  coinage  history  and  winner  of  several 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Awards.  He  has 
authored  “Striking  Impressions:  A Visual 
Guide  to  Collecting  U.S.  Coins”  and  “Twisted 
Tales:  Sifted  Fact,  Fantasy  and  Fiction  from 
U.S.  Coin  History”.  He  currently  is  editor 
for  Coins  magazine  and  continues  to  be  a 
featured  speaker  at  museums,  symposiums 
and  annual  ANA  conventions. 

“Crime  of  1873:  The  Comstock  Connection” 
can  also  be  purchased  from  Krause 
Publications  for  $34.95  + shipping.  To 
order,  call  1-800-258-0929. 


Numismatic  Reprints  Available 

Sanford  Durst  has  published  over  125  titles 
on  all  areas  of  numismatics.  Several  of  his 
new  reprints  include: 

Handy  Guide  to  Jewish  Coins 
Victory  As  a Coin  Type 
Medieval  Feudal  French  Coins 
Coinage  of  the  Crusades  & The  Latin  East 

Call  516-766-4444  for  further  information. 


The  Pioneer 
Family 
Memorial 

submitted  by 
Rollie  Firmer 


The  Pioneer 
Family  Memorial 
is  close  to 
becoming  a 
reality. 

Designed  by  Trygve 

Rovelstad,  the  monument  will  be  dedicated 
to  pioneers  who  settled  in  the  Elgin,  Illinois 
area.  Work  began  in  the  early  1930s  and  a 
large  plaster  sculpture  was  completed  in 
1985. 

The  statue  depicts  3 phases  of  pioneering  in 
America  - the  pioneer  father,  mother  and 
youth  led  by  a frontier  guide.  The  statue 
will  be  cast  in  bronze  and  installed  in  a 
downtown  riverfront  site  in  Elgin,  IL. 

When  funding  was  first  sought  to  build  the 
memorial  70  years  ago,  the  price  tag  was 
$100,000.  A recent  estimated  cost  to  build 
the  monument  was  $425,000.  Donations  are 
welcomed. 

The  Elgin  half  dollar  of  1936  marks  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
city.  Mintage  was  20,015. 

Some  65  years  after  the  Commemorative 
half  dollar  that  depicts  it  was  struck,  the 
Pioneer  Memorial  is  slated  to  be  dedicated 
July  4,  2001.  Visit  their  website  at 
www. pioneer  memorial.com. 


The  Pioneer  statue  seen  on 
the  Elgin  half. 


The  50  States  Quarter  Program 


Rhode 

Island 


The  Ocean 
State 

The  Rhode 
Island 

quarter,  the 
3rd  quarter  of  the  2001  series,  honors  the 
“Ocean  State.”  It  features  the  state’s  most 
popular  sport-sailing  with  a vintage 
sailboat  gliding  thru  the  state’s  famous 
Narragansett  Bay,  and  an  image  of  the  Pell 
Bridge  in  the  background. 

With  more  than  400  miles  of  coastline, 

Rhode  Island  is  the  smallest  state  in  the 
Union  and  has  more  than  100  fresh  water 
and  salt  water  beaches.  Known  as  the 
“sailing  capital”  of  the  world,  Rhode  Island 
was  home  to  the  World  Cup  for  more  than  50 
years.  Narragansett  Bay  is  crucial  to  the 
architecture  of  Rhode  Island.  An  inlet  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  extending  into  eastern  Rhode 
Island,  the  Bay  receives  4 major  rivers  and 
has  several  islands. 

Selection  of  the  design  began  when  Governor 
Lincoln  Almond  issued  an  order  authorizing 
the  Rhode  Island  State  Council  on  the  Arts  to 
organize  a Coin  Concept  Advisory  Panel. 

More  than  500  designs  were  submitted  and  3 
finalists  were  chosen.  Residents  had  an 
opportunity  to  vote  at  area  libraries,  the 
Statehouse  and  via  the  Internet.  The  sailboat 
design  earned  57%  of  the  34,566  votes 
cast. 


Vermont 


The  Green 
Mountain 
State 


Vermont 
quarter  is  the 

4th  quarter  of  the  2001  series.  The  design 
honors  the  “Green  Mountain  State,”  the 
first  state  admitted  to  the  Union  after  the 
original  13  colonies.  Vermont  is  most 
famous  for  its  skiing  and  the  production  of 
maple  sugar  and  syrup.  Until  the  1800s 
when  cane  sugar  was  introduced,  Americans 
relied  on  Vermont’s  maple  sugar  for  much  of 
its  sugar  supply. 

Also  featured  on  the  quarter  is  Camel’s 
Hump  Mountain  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
state’s  Green  Mountains.  Camel’s  Hump  is 
easily  recognized  by  its  unique  double- 
humped profile  and  is  one  of  the  highest 
peaks  in  Vermont. 

This  coin  is  not  due  to  be  released  by  the 
Mint  for  more  than  3 months,  however, 

Matt  Oser,  a local  St.  Louis  resident 
recently  received  a 2001 -D  Vermont 
quarter  in  change  at  Wal-Mart.  He  took  it  to 
Scotsman  Coin  and  Jewelry  in  St.  Louis,  who 
offered  to  purchase  it  for  $200.  Oser  plans 
to  get  the  coin  slabbed  and  dated  as  soon  as 
possible  because  once  the  quarters  are 
officially  released,  the  quarter’s  novelty 
will  disappear. 
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New  Wisconsin  Trade  Token 
Census  Prepared 

by  Leon  Saryan 

About  once  every  two  years,  Wisconsin 
trade  token  collectors  help  in  the 
preparation  of  a census  which  tabulates  the 
number  of  known  examples  from  large  and 
small  Wisconsin  towns  existing  in  various 
collections.  For  the  past  15  or  so  years  this 
census  was  compiled  by  Wade  Renstrom. 

Mike  Tramte  generously  volunteered  to  do 
the  work  this  year  with  the  aid  of  his 
computer  to  lighten  the  task. 

Approximately  20  collectors  participated  in 
this  project  with  each  tabulating  their 
collection  according  to  the  town  of  issue, 
using  preprinted  blank  tally  sheets.  The 
census  is  limited  to  metallic  or  fiber  “good 
fors,”  beer  chips,  merchant  tokens  and 
similar  items  (except  plastic  tokens).  Each 
token  is  classified  according  to  whether  it 
indicates  the  town  and  state  name  on  the 
face  (an  X token),  just  the  town  name  (T), 
or  neither,  in  which  case  it  is  a maverick 
(M).  If  the  town  name  of  a certain  issuer  is 
known  from  other  information,  the  token  is 
considered  an  attributed  maverick  (for 
example,  a token  reading  “Joe’s 
Bar/lxonia”  would  be  classified  as  a “T” 
since  only  the  name  of  the  town  is  given.  A 
second  similar  piece  reading  “Joe’s 
Bar/lxonia,  Wis.”  would  be  classified  as  an 
“X”  token  and  might  help  to  attribute  the 
first  example.  A third  similar  token  reading 
only  “Joe’s  Bar”  would  be  classified  as  an 
“M”  token. 

The  total  number  of  different  types  of 
exonumia  issued  in  Wisconsin  over  the  past 
century  or  more  is  so  vast  that  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  track  of  them  all  by  type. 


(Anyone  who  doubts  this  should  take  a glance 
at  Gene  Johnson’s  “ Trade  Tokens  of 
Wisconsin”).  Just  the  number  of  different 
issuing  towns  around  the  state  is  close  to 
1000.  In  order  to  set  a manageable  goal, 
many  collectors  are  satisfied  to  save  one 
token  per  town.  The  town  census  thus 
makes  it  possible  to  know  what  is  out  there 
and  to  gauge  progress  in  completing  a 
collection.  It  also  provides  a vehicle  for 
communication  and  friendly  competition 
between  token  enthusiasts. 

By  summarizing  the  holdings  of  several 
collectors,  the  relative  scarcity  of  tokens 
from  various  towns  can  be  ascertained. 
Generally,  fewer  tokens  are  known  from 
small  towns  than  from  larger  cities  like 
Milwaukee,  Racine,  Oshkosh  or  LaCrosse.  A 
town  for  which  only  one  example  is  known  is 
assigned  a rarity  factor  of  R8.  Several 
collectors  own  one  or  two  R8’s,  but  one  has 
more  than  4 dozen.  To  be  included  in  the 
rarity  estimation,  an  R8  token  must  give  the 
name  of  the  town  and  the  state. 

Because  several  hobbyists  specialize  in 
older  saloon,  brewing  and  lumber  tokens, 

Mike  added  a new  section  to  the  census  to 
include  these  by  specific  issuer  and  type. 
Although  several  varieties  of  these  tokens 
are  known,  in  most  cases  they  are  quite 
rare.  Next  time,  it  may  be  possible  to  add 
dairy  tokens  by  specific  issuer.  I would  also 
like  to  see  Hard  Times  tokens,  Civil  War 
storecards,  and  19th  century  transportation 
tokens  added  to  the  compilation. 

Wisconsin  token  collectors  owe  Mike  a round 
of  applause  for  undertaking  this  difficult 
task  and  carrying  it  through  so  successfully. 
Collectors  who  wish  to  participate  in  the 
next  census  can  contact  Mike  at 
matramte@aol.com  for  details. 
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Waupun... 

Its  Statues  and 
It’s  Nickel 

by  Ron  Calkins 

Waupun  is  referred 
to  as  the  “City  of 
Sculpture”  and  it’s 
impossible  to  visit 
this  small 
community  without 
seeing  several  of 
Its  well-known 
statues. 


In  1964  Chief  John 
Big  Tree  helped 
Waupun  celebrate  its 
125th  anniversary. 

(I  remember  he  was 
signing  $1  bills  and 
he  was  an  old  man  at 
the  time.) 


Clarence  Addison  Shaler  was  born  near 
Ripon  in  1876,  the  child  of  pioneer  farmers. 
He  had  contact  with  Native  Americans  living 
in  the  area  and  was  saddened  by  their 
disappearance  over  the  years.  While  still  a 
boy  living  on  his  parent’s  farm,  he  made  a 
tidy  fortune  thru  inventions,  first  designing 
a detachable  umbrella  cover.  He  owned  one 
of  the  first  automobiles  in  Wisconsin  and 
designed  a tire  patch  and  vulcanizing  repair 
kit,  which  made  him  a multi-millionaire. 

Years  later,  while  waiting  for  treatment  in  a 
Chicago  physician’s  office,  he  met  Lorado 
Taft,  a young  sculptor  who  eventually 
became  famous.  From  that  day  on,  Shaler’s 
interest  in  art  and  especially  sculpture  grew 
and  in  1923  he  bought  one  of  Taft’s 
sculptures  called  “The  Recording  Angel” 
which  stands  at  the  grave  of  Shaler’s  wife 
in  the  Forest  Mound  Cemetery. 

Clarence  Shaler  first  saw  “The  End  of  the 
Trail”  statue  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition  in  San  Francisco  in  1914.  He 
was  impressed,  had  it  cast  in  bronze  at  a 
cost  of  $50,000  and  presented  it  to  the  city 


of  Waupun  in  1929.  This  statue  stands  in  the 
Shaler  Park,  a block  from  where  my  wife 
grew  up.  The  famous  historical  depiction  of 
an  Indian  overlooking  the  Pacific  Ocean  when 
he  reached  his  end  of  the  trail  had  been 
created  by  James  E.  Fraser  whose  model  had 
earned  him  a $1,000  award  at  the  age  of  20. 

Shaler  retired  in  1928  and  began  sculpting 
himself.  In  just  over  a decade  he  produced 
numerous  sculptures,  including  4 that  were 
placed  in  Waupun. 

One-by-one  he  gave  other  pieces  to  the  city, 
including  Dawn  of  Day,  Morning  of  Life,  The 
Citadel,  The  Pioneers,  Doe  and  Fawn  and  Who 
Sows  Believes  in  God. 

Today  Waupun  has  one  of  the  highest 
concentrations  of  public  art  per  capita  in  the 
United  States,  thanks  to  this  remarkable 
pioneer  and  the  rich  cultural  inheritance  he 
left  behind.  Shaler  died  in  1941. 

Waupun’s  125th 
Anniversary  Jubilee 


Chief  Big  Tree 

During  the  4-day  celebration,  members  of 
the  Waupun  Coin  Club  exhibited  coins, 
currency  and  primitive  money  at  the 
National  Bank.  The  State  Bank  also  had  a 
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The  Buffalo  Nickel 


fine  exhibit,  courtesy  of  the  Federal  Bank  of 
Chicago,  which  included  a complete  array  of 
banknotes...  everything  from  broken 
banknotes,  fractional  currency,  to  National 
banknotes. 

To  help  celebrate  their  125th  Anniversary 
Jubilee  and  intended  as  a local  promotion, 
two  wooden  nickels  were  issued,  one  of 
which  was  good  for  5p  in  trade  at  any 
business. 


Good  in  Trade  at  any  Cooperative  business  or  redeemable 
at  face  value  at  either  Waupun  Bank  before  July  10,  1964. 


The  “good  fors”  shown  above  met  with  an 
unfortunate  fate  --  Secret  Service  agents 
confiscated  2 bags  of  the  wooden  nickels 
(about  120)  and  ordered  impoundment  of  the 
remaining  nickels  when,  and  if  they  were 
returned  to  the  bank  for  redemption.  About 
5,000  were  already  in  circulation. 


The  original  Indian  head  nickel  was  minted 
from  1913  to  1938  and  in  1911  the 
Secretary  of  Treasury  chose  James  Earle 
Frazer  to  design  the  new  nickel. 

As  coin  collectors,  we  were  interested  to 
learn  that  Chief  Big  Tree  was  the  model  for 
the  Indian  Head  nickel.  His  forehead,  eyes 
and  nose  were  used,  while  the  rest  of  the 
face  on  the  coin  is  a composite  of  a Sioux 
chief  and  a Cheyenne  chief. 

The  Chief  spent  the  winter  of  1912-13 
posing  for  the  world-famous  “End  of  the 
Trail”  statue  and  the  nickel. 


National 
Museum 
of  the 
American  Indian 

Several  months  ago  Congress  passed  a 
bill  to  commemorate  the  opening  of  the 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
by  minting  a silver  dollar  designed  as  a 
replica  of  the  famous  buffalo  nickel 
circulated  in  the  early  part  of  the  20th 
century.  The  bill  authorized  the  minting 
of  500,000  $1  silver  coins  in  2001, 
which  are  intended  for  collection  rather 
than  general  circulation. 

The  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian  was  established  in  1989  by  an  act 
of  Congress  and  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
2003. 


* ★ * * * 
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Judge  Jason  Downer 

by  John  & Nancy  Wilson 

One  of  the  hundreds  of  ways  that  you  can 
collect  checks  is  by  finding  important 
autographs  on  fiscal  documents  such  as 
checks  or  letters.  One  of  our  favorite 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  personalities  is  the 
Honorable  Judge  Jason  Downer.  This  story 
contains  two  Jason  Downer  signed  checks 
from  Milwaukee.  Downer  Avenue  and 
Downer  College  were  named  after  him. 

Born  in  Vermont  in  1813,  Jason  Downer 
graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1838 
at  the  age  of  25.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky  where  he  also 
practiced  law  and  in  1842  he  came  to 
Milwaukie  (correct  spelling  at  that  time). 

He  was  skilled,  wise,  well  educated  and  a 
conservative  counselor  in  both  law  and 
business. 


After  leaving  the  paper  he  went  back  into 
the  legal  profession.  Downer  was  appointed 
to  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  state  in  1864, 
after  the  Honorable  Byron  Pane  resigned  his 
post.  He  was  elected  to  a full  6-year  term 
in  April,  1865.  In  September,  1867  he 
resigned  his  position  on  the  bench  to  resume 
his  practice  as  a lawyer. 

Quoting  the  History  of  Milwaukee  County, 
“On  the  bench  he  was  a sound,  conservative 
and  able  jurist,  but  the  confining  duties  of 
the  position  were  not  wholly  congenial  to 
him  or  favorable  to  his  health,  impaired  by 
too  close  and  constant  application  to 
professional  labor.” 

This  honorable  and  giving  man  was  also  well 
known  for  his  philanthropy,  especially  in  the 
area  of  education  and  religion.  For  his  many 
donations  and  work  for  Milwaukee  Downer 
College  the  college  was  named  after  him. 


Mr.  Downer  became  the  first  editor  of  a 
Milwaukee  daily  newspaper  and  when  the 
Sentinel  started  coming  out  6 times  a week, 
he  gave  up 
the  post  to 
another 
prominent 
Milwaukean, 

Rufus  King. 


W~2? 


STAMP,  t*T 


ln  1883  Judsge  Downer  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  70.  This  well  respected  and 
personable  individual  achieved  great  success 
during  his  lifetime. 


. 


This  check  is  from  the  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Co.  Bank  of  Milwaukee,  dated 
December  26,  1867.  It  is  payable  to  L.Bonnell  or  order  for  $246.31  and  signed  by  Jason 
Downer.  An  orange  .2  U.S.  Internal  Revenue  stamp  is  at  bottom  center. 
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A completely  hand- 
written check  from  the 
First  National  Bank  of 
Milwaukee,  dated  January 
24,  1871  and  signed  by 
Jason  Downer.  It  is 
payable  to  the  order  of 
William  White  for 
$3,816.75.  A First 
National  Bank  stamp  is 
on  the  face  at  right  and  a 
Brown  .2  U.S.  Internal 
Revenue  stamp  is  at  left 
bottom. 


This  shows  the 
back  of  the  check 
(shown  above) 
with  the 
endorsement  of 
White  and  also 
two  or  more  bank 
stamps. 


Bibliography: 

Conard,  Howard  Louis  “History  of  Milwaukee 
County,  From  its  First  Settlement  to  the  Year 
1895”  volumes  1 to  3,  Chicago  and  New  York, 
American  Biographical  Publishing  Co.,  H.C.  Cooper, 
Jr.  & Co.  Proprietors,  1895. www.money.or 

Gregory,  John  G.  “History  of  Milwaukee,  Volumes  1 
to  3.”  Chicago-Milwaukee,  The  S.J.  Clarke 
Publishing  Company,  1931. 


American 

Numismatic 

Associaton 

www.money.org 


Created  in  1891,  this  organization  has  grown 
to  include  28,000  members;  and  is  dedicated 
to  all  things  related  to  coins  and  paper  money. 

A large  number  of  local  clubs  and  dealers  are 
listed  here.  If  you  have  a coin-related  query, 
check  the  FAQ  page.  If  it  hasn’t  been 
answered,  e-mail  the  staff.  Don’t  miss  the 
online  exhibits  and  collections. 
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The  Lost  was 
Found 

...  50  Years  Later 

With  Memorial  Day  still  fresh 
in  our  minds,  veterans  who 
served  in  the  Korean  War  will 
find  this  story  especially 
interesting. 

Last  fall  Howard  and  Eleanor 
Ankenbrand  of  Warminster, 
PA,  were  on  a tour  to  Korea 
commemorating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Korean  War.  Howard  was  a veteran  who 
served  in  South  Korea  in  1953-54. 

They  visited  Panmunjon  and  the  Punchbowl 
area  and  after  visiting  a museum  in  a small 
South  Korean  town,  the  Ankenbrands  were 
walking  across  a parking  lot  when  a man  in  a 
Jeep  drove  quickly  in  their  direction. 

“This  guy  started  talking  to  me”  recalled 
Ankenbrand,  who  didn’t  understand  a word 
until  an  interpreter  joined  them.  The  man 
explained  he  had  been  fishing  one  day  and 
found  an  old  billfold  floating  in  the  water. 
There  was  a little  money  in  it  and  a military 
ID  card.  The  young  man  gave  Ankenbrand 
the  billfold  and  asked  if  he  would  find  the 
owner.  He  did  not  ask  for  a reward  and  said 
he  was  just  waiting  for  a chance  to  give  the 
card  to  an  American. 

When  the  Ankenbrands  returned  to  the  United 
States,  they  took  their  motorhome  to  Florida 
and  one  day  Howard  decided  to  visit  the 
library,  logged  on  to  the  Internet  and 
attempted  to  find  the  guy  who  lost  his 
billfold  in  Korea.  He  didn’t  know  if  the  man 
was  dead  or  alive.  It  didn’t  take  him  long  to 


find  George  Boehnen  of  Cross  Plains  and 
later  Howard  phoned  him  to  ask  if  he  had  lost 
his  billfold  in  Korea.  Boehnen  was  puzzled 
how  anyone  knew  he  had  lost  his  billfold 
over  50  years  ago  since  he  hadn’t  told 
anyone  it  was  missing. 

“It  was  In  the  winter  of  ‘51,  near  a place 
called  Heartbreak  Ridge”  recalled  Boehnen, 
who  was  with  the  196th  Field  Artillery  Unit 
of  the  U.S.  Army.  “I  went  to  the  latrine  and 
the  billfold  fell  out;  I lost  it  during  a snow 
storm.  I looked  for  it,  but  figured  it  was 
lost  forever.” 

The  billfold  contained  some  military  script, 
or  currency,  a few  Korean  coins,  his 
military  ID  card,  photos  and  an  expired 
Wisconsin  driver’s  license.  The  plastic- 
coated  ID  card  was  In  pretty  good  shape  and 
he  was  happy  to  have  it  returned. 

Ankenbrand  supplied  Boehnen  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  young  man  who  gave  him 
the  billfold. 

Numerologists  often  point  out  that  what 
sometimes  may  seem  to  be  a coincidence  is 
actually  something  that  had  a good  chance  of 
happening.  There  were  more  than  a million 
Americans  who  participated  in  the  Korean 
war,  so  it’s  very  likely  that  citizens  would 
come  across  lost  items. 

The  real  mystery  is  how  the  billfold  got 
from  a latrine  in  a snow  story  in  1951  to 
floating  next  to  a fisherman’s  boat  in  the 
1990s. 


Information  for  this  story  was  gleaned 
from  George  Hesselberg’s  column 
published  recently  in  the  Wisconsin 
State  Journal. 
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Civil  War  Note  Pictured  William 
Crawford...  Not  Bob  Hope 

by  Bill  Brandimore 

In  response  to  a demand  for  small  change 
during  the  Civil  War,  fractional  currency,  or 
paper  money  with  a value  of  less  than  $1, 
was  produced  to  satisfy  this  need. 

These  small  bills  were  produced  between 
August  21,  1862  and  February  15,  1876. 
Altogether,  some  $369  million  worth  were 
issued.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately 
$1.8  million  remains  unredeemed  or  in 
collectors’  hands,  less  than  1%  of  the  total 
issued. 

When  the  price  of  silver  stabilized  after  the 
war  and  widespread  hoarding  ceased,  coins 
began  to  circulate  freely  again  and  there 
was  no  longer  such  a pressing  need  for  these 
“small-change  notes.” 


As  a result,  fractional  currency  collectors 
have  nicknamed  it  the  “Bob  Hope  Note.” 

Crawford  (1772-1834)  served  as  U.S. 
Senator  from  Georgia  from  1807  to  1813 
and  was  minister  to  France  from  1813  until 
1815  when  he  was  appointed  secretary  of 
war  by  President  James  Madison,  receiving 
the  additional  appointment  of  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  1816. 

He  was  defeated  by  James  Monroe  in  a bid 
for  the  presidency  in  1816,  receiving  11 
fewer  votes  than  Monroe  in  the  presidential 
caucus.  Crawford  continued  to  serve  in  both 
Cabinet  positions  until  1825. 

Crawford  also  has  a Wisconsin  connection,  in 
that  Crawford  County  in  southwestern 
Wisconsin  was  named  after  him.  A man  of 
his  time,  Crawford  was  involved  in  two 
duels.  In  one,  his  opponent  died,  and  in  the 
other  he  was  wounded  in  the  wrist. 


The  Crawford  note,  one  of  the  last  fractional 
notes  issued,  is  relatively  common  and 
readily  available  for  modest  prices  at  most 
coin  shows. 


During  their  period  of  issue,  24 
distinct  designs  were  utilized 
with  6 different  values:  3,  5, 
10,  15,  25  and  50b.  George 
Washington  appeared  on  9 of  the 
designs,  along  with  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Thomas  Jefferson, 

Miss  Liberty,  Columbia  and  a 
host  of  lesser  known 
individuals,  including  a number 
of  former  treasury  secretaries. 


One  of  those  lesser-known 
individuals  and  a former  treasury  secretary 
was  also  a Bob  Hope  look-alike  - or  perhaps 
since  William  Harrison  Crawford  was  born 
first,  Bob  Hope  is  a Crawford  look-alike. 
Crawford,  as  pictured  on  the  Fifth  Issue  50b 
note,  strongly  resembles  Hope. 


William  Harrison  Crawford  500  Note 
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Funny  Money 

Tobacco  Money 

In  the  early  days  of  Virginia,  tobacco 
became  such  an  important  product  that  it 
was  actually  made  legal  money  by  the 
Virginia  government  and  was  accepted  as 
payment  of  taxes  and  other  fees.  After 
several  years,  everyone  in  the  country  was 
growing  his  own  patch  of  “money”  in  the 
back  yard.  Inflation  set  in,  and  tobacco  lost 
its  value,  but  could  still  be  smoked. 

Tobacco  sticks  made  in  America  and  shipped 
to  the  South  Pacific  were  used  as  money  by 
plantation  owners.  Three  sticks  equalled  1 
shilling. 

Cigarettes  have  been  the  unit  of  account  in 
many  countries.  In  Germany,  Italy,  Sicily 
and  France  the  cigarette  served  a monetary 
purpose  because  of  the  great  consumer 
demand.  The  unit  was  based  on  the  pack 
which  could  be  opened  to  make  change. 

During  World  War  II,  cigarettes  had  a high 
blackmarket  value  all  over  the  world.  After 
the  war,  prices  quoted  in  Siamese 
newspaper  ads  were  in  cigarettes. 

The  Hottentots  used  tobacco  sticks  to 
purchase  oxen.  An  ox  sold  for  tobacco 
sticks  equivalent  to  the  distance  from  the  tip 
of  the  horns  to  the  tip  of  the  tail. 


ii 

Coin  Show 


sponsored  by 

Fond  du  Lac 
Coin  Club 


Sunday 

August  26,  2001 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

American  Legion  Memorial 
Clubhouse 

500  Fond  du  Lac  Avenue 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 

Free  Admission 
Free  Show  Prizes 

(You  don’t  have  to  be  present  to  win) 

Featuring 

Coins 

Gold 

Paper  Money 
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Coin  Club 
Meetings 


Antioch  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  each 
month  at  Antioch  Library,  757  Main  Street, 
Antioch,  IL  60002. 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  pm  the  2nd  Sunday  at  the 
Masonic  Lodge  in  Baraboo.  Contact  Rick  Kaja 
Ph.  608-592-5475. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April  - October). 
7:00  traders;  8:00  business  meeting  at  the 
Burnett  County  Sr.  Citizens  Center,  24054 
State  Rd.  35/70  Siren.  Contact  Gary 
Schauls  715-472-2002. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each 
month  (except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th 
Avenue,  Kenosha. 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Silverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N. 
Silverbrook  Drive  in  West  Bend.  Youth 
meeting  begins  at  6:30. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each 
month  in  Zimbrick  Buick  Community  meeting 
room. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  the  Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room, 
2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in  Wauwatosa  (use 
entrance  #2  on  east  side  of  mall. 


Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at 
Stein  Supper  Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green 
Bay. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  St. 
Luke’s  Parish  Center,  614  Main  Street, 
Racine. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of 
each  month  at  St.  Roman’s  Church  Annex, 
20th  & Bolivar,  Milwaukee. 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of 
each  month  at  the  Lakeview  Center,  1000 
Lakeview  Drive,  Wausau.  Club  contact: 
Thad  Streeter  (715-355-5437). 


We  have  no  meeting  information  for  the 
following  member  clubs.  Please  send 
updated  information  to  the  Editor. 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 
Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 
Cooney  Numismatic  & Phalatelist  Ltd. 
Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 
Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 
Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club 
Numismatic  Research  Society 
Rockford  Area  Coin  Club 
Sheboygan  Coin  Club 
Tomah  Coin  Club 
Waukesha  Coin  Club 


21 


Buy  Sell 
Appraisals 
Coins  • Stamps 
Mint  Errors  * Coin  Books 

Len  Roosmalen 

Hilldale  Shopping  Center 
702  N.  Mictvale  Blvd,  B-10 
Madison.  Wl  53705 
(608)  233-2118 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

BUY-SELL-TRADE-APPRAISALS 
(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 

Gary  Rosencrans  Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 

(715)421-0622  P.O.  Box  31  210  W.  Grand  Ave. 


Buy/Trade  METAL  TOKENS 

Chips  from  Bars,  Pool  Halls,  Dairies,  Gen'l.  Stores, 
Lumber  Companies,  "GOOD  FOR"  tokens,  etc.... 


Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wi  54495-0031 


BROKERING  • APPRAISING  • COUNSELING 
BUYING  AND  SELLING 
RARE  COINS  • SILVER  • COLLECTIONS 
GOLD  • DIAMONDS  • SCRAP 


Send  Descriptionss  for  Cash  Offer 


VOECKS’ 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN 


E-mail:  wistoken@triver.com 

JOHN  BRATHOVDE  211  Packer  Avenue 

715-824-3814  Amherst,  WI  54406 


A DIVISION  OF  VOECKS  ENT.  INC.  103  E.  KIMBERLY  AVE. 

KIMBERLY,  WI  54136-U02 

OFFICE  (920)  731-5451 
FAX  (920)  788-3792 

FRITZ  VOECKS,  PRES.  E-Mail:  fritz®foxvcoin.com 


Member 


Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co 


T&kem  f New  & Coin  Supplies 


P.O  Bo*  254 
Oshlc mb,  Wl 
§ 549030254 


(715)445-3468 


mmmmm 

mO)  23.14122 


Roland  W.  Finner 
P.O.  Box  296 
tola,  Wl  54945 


ANA,  CNA,  PN  & AS.  SCCS, 
CSNS,  NOW,  MOON,  WCC 


Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Year 

Business  Card 

$6 

$20 

1/4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

1 page 

30 

100 

Make  checks  payable  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
Send  to  Ruth  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Ave..  Madison, 
Wl  53714. 
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Join  NOW 

Membership  Application 

No.  Date 

Name 


Advertising 


Rates 

Sinale  Issue 

4/Year 

Business  card 

to 

$20 

1/4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

Full  page 

30 

100 

Business  Name 

Address  

City State Zip 

E-Mail  address:  

□ Regular  Membership  - $5 

I am  applying  for  membership  for  the  first  time. 

I I Reinstate  Membership  - $5 

I would  like  to  reinstate  my  NOW  membership. 
My  original  number  was 

I~1  Coin  Club  Membership  - $5 

My  Club  would  like  to  join  or  reinstate 
membership  in  NOW. 

Coin  Club 

Address 

Contact:  

1~1  Life  membership  - $100 

Numismatic  Organizations 

I currently  hold  membership  in  the  following 
numismatic  organizations: 

Send  Application  and  $5  dues  to: 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


Contracts 

Available  for  4 issues  per  year  on  a first- 
come  basis.  If  new  copy  has  not  been 
submitted  by  the  deadline,  the  previous  ad 
will  be  repeated. 

Deadline  - Ads  must  be  received  as  follows: 
February  1st  for  the  March  issue;  May  1st 
for  the  June  issue;  August  1st  for  the 
September  issue  and  November  1st  for  the 
December  issue. 

Mechanical  Requirements 
Full  page,  7-3/4”  x 6-1/4”;  half  page  may 
be  vertical  or  horizontal.  Single  column 
width  3”.  All  rates  are  for  camera  ready 
copy.  Advertisements  submitted  not  camera 
ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for  a 
1/4  page  ad  and  $10  for  1/2  and  1-page  ads. 

Restrictions 

No  mail  bid  sale  listings,  no  ads  offering 
layaways  and  no  ads  from  minors  will  be 
accepted.  Ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance.  The  editor  reserves  the  right 
to  reject  any  advertising. 

Ads  and  checks  should  be  sent  to: 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 
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NOW 

Officers 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

holds  Life  Memberships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President: 

Vice  President: 
Secretary/T  rea  surer: 
NOW  News  Editor: 

Past  President: 
Historian: 

Advertising: 


Bill  Brandimore 
Rollie  Finner 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Lee  Hartz 
Gene  Johnson 
RuthAnn  Phillips 


Board  of  Governors 

(Terms  begin  with  the  Spring  Show) 


1999  thru  2001 
Fred  Borgmann 
James  Jach 
Randy  Miller 
Mike  Tramte 


2000  thru  2002 
Tom  Casper 
Kevin  Doyle 
Myles  Fenske 
Thad  Streeter 


2001  thru  2003 
Cliff  Mishler 
RuthAnn  Phillips 
Leon  Saryan 
Mike  Schiller 


Who  To  Contact 

Membership  

Ron  Calkins 

Member  applications 

Secretary /Treasurer 

Address  changes 

P.O.  Box  155 

Dues  payments,  Membership  cards 

Mazomanie,  W1  53560 

NOW  News  Editor  

Phyllis  Calkins 

Coin  Show  calendar  listings 

NOW  News  Editor 

Club  News 

P.O.  Box  155 

Articles,  Advertwmg: 

Mazomanie,  WI  53560 

Advertising 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  coin  show  to  Phyllis 
Calkins,  NOW  News  Editor,  P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560. 
Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show,  dates,  hours,  number  of 
tables  and  your  Show/Bourse  Chairman’s  name,  address  & phone. 


SHOW 

CALENDAR 


June  10,  2001  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S. 
Main  Street,  Pice  Lake.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  Bourse 
Chair.  Sue  Peterson,  119  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice  Lake, 
WI  54868. 

June  16-17,  2001  - Rhinelander 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club’s  20th  annual  show 
at  Nicolet  College  LRC  building,  County  Hwy.  ‘G\ 
Rhinelander.  Hours:  Sat.  10-5  pm;  Sun.  10-4  pm. 
Chairman  Larry  Marten,  3295  Hancock  Lake  Rd., 
Harshaw,  WI  54529.  Ph.  715-282-5636. 

August  4,  2001  - Siren 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Show  at  the  Siren 
Community  Center,  24049  1st  Ave.,  Siren.  12  dealer 
tables.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  (3:00  Auction).  Bourse 
Chair.  Lavema  Petersen,  Box  108,  Frederic,  WI 
54837.  Ph.  715-327-4971. 

August  8-12,  2001  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Atlanta,  GA. 

August  11,  2001  - Wisconsin  Dells 

Baraboo  Area  Summer  Coin  Show  at  Kalahari  Resort, 
1305  Kalahari  Drive,  Wisconsin  Dells.  63  tables. 
Hours:  9-4  pm.  Bourse  Chm.  Mike  Rothe,  S3921 
Hwy.  12,  Baraboo,  WI  53913.  Ph.  608-356-9183. 

August  26,  2001  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Show  at  the  American  Legion 
Memorial  Clubhouse,  500  Fond  du  Lac  Ave.,  Fond  du 
Lac.  Hours:  9-4  pm.  Show  Chm.  Andy  Portman,  Box 
952,  Fond  du  Lac,  WI  54935.  Bourse  Chm.  Randy 
Miller,  Box  952,  Fond  du  Lac,  WI  54935.  Ph.  920- 
231-6161. 


September  13-15,  2001  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  67th  Annual  Coin 
and  Collectible  Show  held  at  4 Points  Sheraton 
Hotel,  4747  S.  Howell  Avenue,  Milwaukee.  $1 
admission  (under  12  free).  Exhibits  and  90  dealers. 
Hours:  Thur.  3-8  pm,  Fri.  10-6  pm;  Sat.  10-5  pm. 
Bourse  Chm.  Dave  Hunsicker,  248  S.  7th  Avenue, 
West  Bend,  WI  53095.  Ph.  262-338-6064. 

September  23,  2001  - NOW 

41st  NOW  show  hosted  by  Wisconsi  n Valley  Coin 
Club  at  the  Midway  Hotel,  2901  Martin  Avenue, 
Wausau.  Hours:  9-5  p.m.;  40-50  tables.  Show  Chm. 
Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St.,  Schofield,  WI  54476. 
Ph.  715-355-5437. 

September  23,  2001  - Rockford,  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club’s  9th  Semi-Annual  Coin 
Show  at  Holiday  Inn/Hoffman  House,  7550  East  State 
St.,  Rt.  Bus  20,  Rockford,  IL.  50  tables.  Bourse 
Chm.  Larry  Kasberger,  2419  Circle  Drive,  Belvidere, 
IL  61008.  Ph.  815-547-6382. 

Oct.  12-14,  2001  - Brooklyn  Center  MN 

Annual  MOON  Coin  Show  hosted  by  the  Minnesota 
Organization  of  Numismatics  at  Earle  Brown  Heritage 
Center,  6155  Earle  Brown  Drive,  Brooklyn  Center, 
MN.  75  tables.  Hours  Fri.  & Sat.  10-6  pm;  Sun.  10- 
4:00  pm.  Bourse  Chm.  Jay  Darby,  3628  6th  St.  NW, 
Rochester,  MN  55901.  Ph.  507-289-5280. 

October  20,  2001  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  Sheboygan 
Armory,  516  Broughton  Dr.,  Sheboygan.  40  tables. 
Bourse  Chm.  Edwin  Rautmann,  1652  Riverdale  Ave., 
Sheboygan,  WI  53081.  Ph.  920-452-0054. 
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October  21,  2001  - Rochester  MN 

Annual  Fall  Southern  Minnesota  Coin  & Stamp  Show 
hosted  by  the  Rochester  Area  Coin  Club  at  the 
Raddison  Plaza  Hotel,  150  South  Broadway, 

Rochester,  MN.  50  tables.  Hours:  9-4  pm.  Bourse 
Chm.  Jerry  Swanson,  PO  Box  565,  Rochester,  MN 
55903.  Ph.  507-289-5099. 

October  28,  2001  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Fall  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  Rock 
Garden/Comfort  Suites,  1951  Bond  St.,  Green  Bay. 
Hours  9-4  pm.  Bourse  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345 
Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313. 

Ph.  920-499-7035. 

November  4,  2001  - Madison 

Madison  Fall  Coin  Show  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  706 
John  Nolen  Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  pm  (7:30  am 
dealer  set-up).  Bourse  Chm.  Mike  Keatley 
Ph.  (920)623-3570  after  5. 

November  11,  2001  - Kenosha 

Kenosha  Coin  Club’s  44th  Annual  Coin  & Collectible 
Show  at  the  Kenosha  Union  Club,  3030  39th  Avenue, 
Kenosha.  20-25  dealers;  Hours:  9:30-4:00  pm. 

Bourse  chm.  Jerry  Binsfeld,  PO  Box  580191,  Pleasant 
Prairie,  WI  53158.  Ph.  262-654-6272. 

February  17,  2002  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  19th  annual  coin 
show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

February  24,  2002  - Racine 

Racine  Numismatic  Society  64th  Annual  Coin  & 
Collectible  Show  at  the  South  Hills  Country  Club, 
3047  Hwy.  94,  East  Side  of  Frontage  Rd„  Franksville 
(between  Hwy  K to  the  North  and  Hwy.  20  to  the 
south)  Jerry  Binsfeld,  PO  Box  580191,  Pleasant 
Prairie,  53158.  Ph.  262-654-6272. 

March  8-10,  2002  - ANA 

National  Money  Show  at  Jacksonville,  FL. 


March  24,  2002  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  47th  annual  Spring  Coin 
Show  at  Holiday  Inn,  Corner  Hwy.  41  & West 
College  Ave.,  Appleton.  40  Tables;  Hours:  9-4  pm. 
Show  Chm.  James  Bayer,  PO  Box  1981,  Appleton, 

WI  54912-1981.  Ph.  920-739-1089. 

April  25-28,  2002  - Central  States 

Central  States  Coin  Show  hosted  by  Columbus 
Numismatic  Society,  Columbus,  OH  (Apr.  25  PNG 
Day). 

July  31-August  4,  2002  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  New  York  City,  NY. 

February  16,  2003  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  20th  annual  coin 
show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

March  20-22,  2003  - ANA 

Charlotte,  NC. 

July  30-August  3,  2003  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Baltimore,  MD. 

February  15,  2004  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  21st  annual  coin 
show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

March  25-27,  2004  - ANA 

National  Money  Show  at  Portland,  OR. 

July  28-August  1,  2004  - ANA 

Denver,  Colorado. 

February  20,  2005  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Reserach  Society’s  22nd  annual  show. 
Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO  Box  254, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

August  3-7,  2005  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Pittsburg.  PA. 


August  2-6,  2006  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Milwaukee,  WI. 
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